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WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT AND DEMOGRAPHIC 
AND HEALTH OUTCOMES 15

This chapter presents information on indicators of women’s empowerment, develops three em-
powerment indices, and relates those indices to select demographic and health outcomes. 

 The ADHS Women’s Questionnaire collected data on the general background characteristics of 
female respondents (e.g., age, education, wealth quintile, employment status) and also data more specific 
to women’s empowerment such as receipt of cash earnings, the magnitude of a woman’s earnings relative 
to those of her husband/partner, and control over the use of her own earnings and those of her hus-
band/partner. This chapter tabulates and presents the indicators of woman’s empowerment according to 
the general background characteristics of female respondents. The ADHS Women’s Questionnaire also 
collected data on a woman’s participation in household decisionmaking, on the circumstances under 
which she feels that a woman is justified in refusing to have sexual intercourse with her husband/partner, 
and on her attitude toward wife beating. Three separate indices of empowerment are developed based on 
the number of household decisions in which the respondent participates, her opinion on the number of 
circumstances for which a woman is justified in refusing to have sexual intercourse with her hus-
band/partner, and her opinion on the number of reasons that justify wife beating. The ranking of women 
on these three indices is then related to selected demographic and health outcomes including contracep-
tive use, ideal family size and unmet need for contraception. In addition, survivorship of children is pre-
sented by the ranking of their mothers on the indices. 

15.1 EMPLOYMENT AND CASH EARNINGS

 In the ADHS, respondents were asked a number of questions to determine their employment 
status at the time of the survey and continuity of employment in the 12 months prior to the survey. They 
were also asked about the form of payment for their work. Table 15.1 shows the percentage of currently 
married women who were employed at any time during the 12 months preceding the survey and the per-
cent distribution of those employed in the 12 months preceding the survey by the type of earnings they 
received (cash, in-kind, or both).  

 According to the ADHS data, 30 percent of currently married women were employed in the pre-
ceding 12 months. Younger women, especially those age 15-19 and 20-24, were less likely to be em-
ployed than women in other age groups, possibly due to their being in school or in training rather than in 
the job market. As women get older, their likelihood of being employed increases. Of those who had been 
employed within the preceding 12 months, about three-fourths (73 percent) received only cash for their 
work, while one in five (20 percent) did not receive any payment at all. Six percent of women received 
cash and in-kind earnings for their work in the last 12 months, while less than 1 percent received payment 
in-kind only. The proportion of currently married women employed in the preceding 12 months has de-
creased somewhat from 36 percent in 2000 ADHS to the current level of 30 percent.  
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 Table 15.1  Employment and cash earnings of currently married women

Percentage of currently married women age 15-49 who were employed at any time in the last 12 months and the percent distribution of 
currently married women employed in the last 12 months by type of earnings, according to age, Armenia 2005  

Employment 
––––––––––––––––– 

Percent distribution by type of earnings for 
currently married women employed in last 12 months 

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

 Age 

Percentage 
employed 

Number of
currently 
married
women Cash only

Cash and 
in-kind

In-kind 
only Not paid 

Missing / 
do not 
know Total 

Number of
women

employed

 15-19  6.4  78  * * * * * * 5  
 20-24  11.2  504  (73.9)  (3.1)  (0.0)  (22.1)  (0.9)  (100.0)  56  
 25-29  18.2  695  71.4  3.3  0.0  23.8  1.5  100.0  127  
 30-34  31.0  601  77.8  4.4  0.7  17.1  0.0  100.0  186  
 35-39  37.7  602  72.5  6.1  0.8  20.5  0.0  100.0  227  
 40-44  39.4  824  72.8  7.5  0.5  19.2  0.0  100.0  325  
 45-49  40.8  741  72.1  5.2  1.3  21.4  0.0  100.0  303  
           

Total 30.4 4,044 73.2 5.6 0.7 20.2 0.2 100.0 1,229 

Note: Figures in parentheses are based on 25-49 unweighted cases. An asterisk indicates that a figure is based on fewer than 25 un-
weighted cases and has been suppressed. 

15.2 USE OF EARNINGS

 Currently married women who were employed in the last 12 months and who earned cash for 
their work were asked the relative magnitude of their earnings in comparison to their husband/partner’s 
earnings. In addition, they were asked who the main decisionmaker is with regard to the use of their earn-
ings. This information has implications for the empowerment of women. It is expected that employment 
and earnings are more likely to empower women if women themselves control their own earnings and 
perceive their earnings as significant relative to those of their husband/partner. 

 Table 15.2 shows how women’s control over their own earnings and their perception of the mag-
nitude of their earnings relative to those of their husband/partner varies by background characteristics. 
Among married women receiving cash earnings, about one in four (23 percent) decide mainly themselves 
how to use the money, while seven in ten (70 percent) decide jointly with their husband/partner. Six per-
cent say that mainly their husband decides on the allocation of the woman’s earnings. More educated 
women, those with fewer children, urban women, and women in the higher wealth quintiles are more 
likely to decide mainly themselves on how their earning are used when compared with other groups. 
Among regions, women’s independence in decisionmaking on use of their earnings ranges from a low of 
7 percent in Ararat to a high of 37 percent in Syunik. 

 Comparing the results from the 2000 and 2005 ADHS surveys, there has been a decrease in the 
percentage of currently married women who decide mainly themselves how to use their cash (36 percent 
in 2000 compared with 23 percent in 2005) and an increase in the percentage who decide jointly with 
their husband/partner (52 percent compared with 70 percent).  

 Table 15.2 also shows that a large majority of married women (67 percent) report that they earn 
less than their husband/partner for their work, while 13 percent earn the same amount. Only one in ten 
women report earning more cash than their husband/partner for their work.  
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 Table 15.3 shows, for currently married women who earned cash in the past 12 months, the per-
son who decides how their cash earnings are used and for all currently married women whose husbands 
earned cash in the past 12 months, the person who decides how their husband’s cash earnings are used, 
according to the relative magnitude of the earnings of women and their husband or partner. In particular, 

Table 15.2  Control over women's earnings and relative magnitude of women's cash earnings

Percent distribution of currently married women age 15-49 who received cash earnings for employment in the 12 months preceding the survey by person 
who decides how cash earnings are used and by whether she earned more or less than her husband/partner, according to background characteristics, Arme-
nia 2005 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
  Women's cash earnings compared to 
 Person who decides how cash earnings are used husband/partner's earnings 
 ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

Background 
characteristic

Mainly
respondent  

Respondent 
and hus-

band/part-
ner jointly 

Mainly
husband/ 
partner Other Total More Less Same 

Husband/ 
partner 
has no 

earnings

Do not 
know/ 
missing Total 

Number 
of

women
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
Age             
  15-19  * * * * * * * * * * * 5  
  20-24  (19.8) (71.1) (6.0) (3.1) (100.0) (10.1) (79.3) (3.9) (0.0) (6.7) (100.0) 43  
  25-29  23.1  69.3  4.4  3.1  100.0  7.8  77.6  10.8  2.0  1.7  100.0  94  
  30-34  21.8  67.9  6.8  3.5  100.0  8.8  74.0  11.7  3.4  2.1  100.0  153  
  35-39  23.5  69.6  4.7  2.3  100.0  6.6  67.7  15.6  7.1  3.0  100.0  179  
  40-44  19.9  72.8  5.4  1.9  100.0  13.7  63.2  15.3  5.7  2.1  100.0  261  
  45-49  26.6  67.7  5.0  0.7  100.0  11.8  61.0  12.8  10.6  3.8  100.0  234  
                          
Number of living 
children             
  0  31.6  52.6  13.6  2.3  100.0  6.5  75.5  11.5  4.3  2.3  100.0  61  
  1-2  24.9  68.5  4.6  2.0  100.0  9.6  68.8  12.1  6.8  2.7  100.0  578  
  3+  17.2  74.3  6.1  2.3  100.0  12.4  63.5  15.2  5.7  3.1  100.0  331  
                            
Residence             
  Urban  26.2  67.3  4.3  2.1  100.0  9.8  67.4  13.3  7.0  2.4  100.0  676  
  Rural  14.5  74.5  8.9  2.1  100.0  11.6  67.3  12.8  4.4  3.7  100.0  294  
                            
Region             
  Yerevan  28.9  64.6  5.5  1.1  100.0  9.4  70.9  11.3  6.9  1.4  100.0  386  
  Aragatsotn  24.9  55.0  20.1  0.0  100.0  17.7  63.9  13.9  0.7  3.7  100.0  32  
  Ararat  6.5  82.9  9.7  0.9  100.0  13.8  68.3  11.7  2.2  4.1  100.0  43  
  Armavir  13.4  71.6  13.1  1.9  100.0  6.7  65.5  18.4  8.3  1.1  100.0  132  
  Gegharkunik  15.4  84.0  0.0  0.6  100.0  10.6  74.4  7.6  6.4  1.0  100.0  62  
  Lori  10.6  82.9  0.0  6.6  100.0  10.2  61.1  14.9  5.5  8.4  100.0  60  
  Kotayk  21.6  73.1  2.0  3.3  100.0  9.3  62.2  11.2  12.0  5.2  100.0  89  
  Shirak  22.7  68.3  3.8  5.3  100.0  17.1  48.5  19.0  6.5  8.8  100.0  48  
  Syunik  36.6  56.6  2.4  4.4  100.0  10.5  68.3  17.7  0.0  3.6  100.0  69  
  Vayots Dzor  11.1  81.2  7.7  0.0  100.0  8.1  83.0  6.8  2.1  0.0  100.0  11  
  Tavush  20.2  78.0  0.8  1.0  100.0  17.1  68.8  11.7  1.4  0.9  100.0  37  
                          
Education             
  Basic general  (26.6) (56.3) (9.9) (7.2) (100.0) (5.7) (53.7) (13.8) (20.5) (6.3) (100.0) 37  
  Secondary general  18.5  69.3  9.0  3.1  100.0  11.6  57.9  20.4  7.5  2.6  100.0  224  
  Specialized secondary  23.6  68.8  5.5  2.0  100.0  8.7  70.9  9.1  8.2  3.1  100.0  348  
  Higher  24.0  71.6  3.4  1.0  100.0  11.7  71.3  12.6  2.2  2.3  100.0  361  
                            
Wealth quintile             
  Lowest  13.2  70.4  12.4  4.0  100.0  17.2  53.5  19.7  6.3  3.3  100.0  127  
  Second  18.0  70.3  9.1  2.6  100.0  10.0  65.1  13.9  5.6  5.3  100.0  139  
  Middle  19.1  74.9  4.0  2.0  100.0  7.4  63.0  14.8  11.6  3.2  100.0  193  
  Fourth  28.5  64.6  5.3  1.6  100.0  11.8  70.2  11.4  5.3  1.4  100.0  223  
  Highest  27.1  68.9  2.5  1.4  100.0  8.4  75.5  10.1  3.7  2.2  100.0  286  
                            
Total 22.7 69.5 5.7 2.1 100.0 10.4 67.4 13.2 6.3 2.8 100.0 969 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
Note: Figures in parentheses are based on 25-49 unweighted cases. An asterisk indicates that a figure is based on fewer than 25 unweighted cases and has 
been suppressed. 
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it shows whether the person who decides how the woman’s own earnings are used and the person who 
decides how her partner’s earnings are used are each affected and vary by whether the woman works and 
by the magnitude of women’s earnings relative to those of her husband. As expected, women are more 
likely to decide mainly themselves how their cash earnings are used if they earn more than their hus-
band/partner for their work and if their husband/partner makes no earnings or did not work in the preced-
ing 12 months. Furthermore, women are also more likely to be the main decision-makers on how their 
husband/partner’s earning are used if they make more cash for their work.   

 Table 15.3  Women's control over their own earnings and over those of their husband/partner

Percent distribution of currently married women who received cash earnings for employment in the 12 months preceding the survey by person who decides 
how the woman's cash earnings are used and the percent distribution of currently married women whose husband/partner has cash earnings by who decides 
how the husband/partner's earnings are used, according to the relationship between the woman's and husband's earnings, Armenia 2005  

Person who decides how earnings 
are used 

 Person who decides how husband/partner's 
earnings are used 

Women's earnings 
relative to husband/ 
partner's earnings 

Respon-
dent 
only

Respon-
dent and 
husband/ 
partner 
jointly

Husband/ 
partner 

only
Other/ 
missing Total 

Number 
of

women
Respon-
dent only

Respon-
dent and 
husband/ 
partner 
jointly

Husband/ 
partner 

only Other Missing Total 

Number 
of

women

More than husband/ 
partner  30.4  63.5  6.1  0.0  100.0  101  16.0  54.5  12.2  16.5  0.9  100.0 101  

 Less than husband/partner 20.1  73.2  5.2  1.5  100.0  653  8.9  80.4  8.8  1.7  0.1  100.0 653  

 Same as husband/partner  16.8  73.2  9.9  0.0  100.0  128  4.9  80.7  14.5  0.0  0.0  100.0 128  
Husband/partner has no 

cash earnings/did not 
work 48.6  47.0  1.3  3.1  100.0  63  na  na  na  na  na  na 0  

Woman has no cash 
earnings na  na  na  na  na  0  10.0  78.4  5.1  5.7  0.9  100.0 257  

Woman did not work in 
past 12 months  na  na  na  na  na  0  7.9  67.0  13.5  11.5  0.2  100.0 2,815  

                             

 Total 22.7 70.4 5.7 1.2 100.0 944 8.3 70.1 12.1 9.2 0.3 100.0 3,953 

 na=Not applicable 

15.3 HOUSEHOLD DECISIONMAKING

 In order to assess women’s decisionmaking autonomy, information was collected in the ADHS 
survey on women’s participation in four different types of decisions: on the respondent’s own health care, 
on making large household purchases, on making household purchases for daily needs, and on visits to 
family friends or relatives. Table 15.4 shows the percent distribution of currently married women accord-
ing to the person in the household who usually makes decisions concerning these matters. The ability of 
women to make decisions that affect the circumstances of their own lives is an essential aspect of em-
powerment.   

 According to the data, one-third of married women make decisions on their own about their own 
health care, about six in ten (57 percent) decide jointly with their husband/partner, while one in ten cur-
rently married women have no say in decisions about their own health care. Almost one-fourth (23 per-
cent) of currently married women decide mainly themselves about the purchase of large household items, 
more than half (54 percent) decide jointly with their husband, while more than one-fifth (22 percent) have 
no say in these matters. Married women are more likely than their husbands to make decisions about daily 
household purchases, while decisions about visits to family or relatives are mostly made jointly (74 per-
cent).
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A substantial increase between the 2000 and 2005 surveys is observed in the proportion of cur-
rently married women who decide mainly themselves about the purchase of large household items (10 
percent versus 23 percent). Overall, between the two surveys, there has been an increase in the proportion 
of women who decide jointly with their husbands/partners about each of the household decisions and a 
decrease in the proportion whose husbands/partners alone decide about such decisions.    

 Table 15.4  Women's participation in decisionmaking

Percent distribution of currently married women age 15-49 by person who usually makes decisions on four specific issues in 
the household, Armenia 2005  

 Decision 
Mainly
woman

Woman and 
husband/ 
partner 
jointly

Mainly
husband/ 
partner 

Someone 
else Other Missing Total 

 Own health care 33.3  56.6  7.6  2.1  0.2  0.2  100.0  

 Major household purchases 23.0  53.9  12.3  10.1  0.6  0.2  100.0  

 Daily household purchases 41.1  37.5  9.1  11.5  0.7  0.2  100.0  

Visits to family or relatives 12.7 74.3 7.1 5.4 0.4 0.2 100.0 

 Table 15.5 shows how participation in decisionmaking varies by background characteristics. In 
general, a large majority of married women either make household decisions themselves or participate in 
the decision jointly with their husband or partner. Overall, nine in ten women participate in the decision 
about their own health care, while about eight in ten are involved in decisionmaking about daily and large 
household purchases. Eighty-seven percent of women report that they participate in the decision on visits 
to family and friends. About seven in ten (68 percent) married women participate in all four specified 
household decisions, while 5 percent report having no say in any household decisions (Figure 15.1) 
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Figure 15.1  Percentage of Currently Married Women Who
(Alone or Jointly with Husband/partner) Make Specific
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Table 15.5  Women’s participation in decisionmaking by background characteristics

Percentage of currently married women age 15-49 who usually make decisions on four specific issues in the household either 
by themselves or jointly with their husband/partner, by background characteristics, Armenia 2005 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
 Alone or jointly has final say in 
 –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––  Percentage Percentage 
   Making  who who 
  Making purchases Visits participate participate 
   Own major for daily to her in in none Number 
Background health household household family or  all four of the four of 
characteristic care purchases needs relatives decisions decisions  women 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Age        
  15-19  66.0  35.9  31.6  59.5  28.0  27.0  78  
  20-24  83.5  54.5  50.8  74.2  43.2  12.9  504  
  25-29  87.3  65.9  67.7  82.6  54.9  5.0  695  
  30-34  91.1  77.6  80.8  87.1  68.8  3.2  601  
  35-39  92.5  84.6  86.7  89.7  77.8  2.9  602  
  40-44  92.5  86.8  90.2  92.7  79.4  2.3  824  
  45-49  93.1  88.5  91.2  94.1  80.9  1.8  741  
                  
Employment 
in the last 12 months        
  Not employed  89.1  73.6  75.8  85.2  65.3  5.5  2,906  
  Employed for cash  92.4  86.4  86.1  92.4  76.6  2.5  895  
  Employed not for cash  91.6  80.7  83.3  89.2  71.8  2.7  240  
                 
Number of living 
children        
  0  82.8  60.4  59.3  74.5  50.8  13.0  265  
  1-2  90.6  74.8  76.8  87.1  66.5  4.4  2,458  
  3+  89.9  83.9  85.6  89.4  74.7  3.6  1,321  
                  
Residence        
  Urban  91.7  78.9  79.9  89.6  69.8  2.9  2,447  
  Rural  87.1  73.7  76.4  83.0  65.7  7.4  1,597  
                  
Region        
  Yerevan  93.0  78.4  80.0  91.0  69.8  2.1  1,362  
  Aragatsotn  85.1  71.8  77.3  78.8  60.4  9.5  196  
  Ararat  92.5  75.7  78.8  88.3  74.3  6.3  307  
  Armavir  85.7  69.5  73.8  82.7  62.5  11.3  381  
  Gegharkunik  78.4  69.2  73.7  79.2  57.7  6.5  303  
  Lori  95.6  88.2  86.3  94.7  79.4  1.7  343  
  Kotayk  90.7  75.5  76.8  85.0  67.8  5.5  357  
  Shirak  92.2  77.0  77.3  83.2  72.9  4.9  357  
  Syunik  76.9  81.0  75.2  84.3  51.6  2.0  189  
  Vayots Dzor  83.7  73.4  75.4  86.9  64.7  10.5  65  
  Tavush  93.9  78.4  82.4  85.3  71.9  4.1  184  
                
Education        
  Basic general  80.4  64.0  69.1  76.4  59.3  14.0  235  
  Secondary general  88.8  74.4  76.8  84.5  66.5  5.4  1,629  
  Specialized secondary  91.0  79.6  80.3  88.7  70.0  3.7  1,353  
  Higher  92.9  80.7  81.7  92.0  71.1  2.3  828  
                  
Wealth quintile        
  Lowest  85.3  73.3  74.0  78.8  63.4  9.7  764  
  Second  89.0  75.6  78.8  87.8  68.6  5.0  809  
  Middle  91.4  78.8  81.3  87.9  71.8  3.4  788  
  Fourth  88.7  74.2  77.6  87.2  65.7  4.7  841  
  Highest  94.7  82.0  80.8  92.5  71.1  1.1  842  
                  
Total 89.9 76.8 78.5 87.0 68.2 4.7 4,044 
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 There is a strong correlation between age and decisionmaking. The percentage of women partici-
pating in all decisions increases from 28 percent among women 15-19 to 81 percent among women age 
45-49. Furthermore, the proportion of women participating in decisionmaking increases with women’s 
education. Fifty-nine percent of women with basic education participate in all specified decisions, com-
pared with 71 percent of women with higher than secondary education. The proportion of currently mar-
ried women participating in all decisions varies significantly among regions: it ranges from 52 percent in 
Syunik to 79 percent in Lori. 

15.4 ATTITUDES TOWARDS WIFE BEATING

 The ADHS gathered information on women’s attitudes toward wife beating, a proxy for women’s 
perception of their status. Women who believe that a husband is justified in hitting or beating his wife for 
any of the specified reasons may believe themselves to be low in status both absolutely and relative to 
men. Such a perception could act as a barrier to accessing health care for themselves and their children, 
affect their attitude toward contraceptive use, and impact their general wellbeing. Women were asked 
whether a husband is justified in beating his wife under a series of circumstances: if the wife burns the 
food, argues with him, goes out without telling him, neglects the children, and refuses sexual relations. 
Table 15.6.1 summarizes women’s attitudes toward wife beating in these five specific circumstances.  

 Twenty-two percent of women agree with at least one of the specified reasons justifying a hus-
band beating his wife. Seventeen percent agree that a husband is justified in beating his wife if she ne-
glects their children, 15 percent agree if she argues with him, 10 percent agree if she goes out without tell-
ing him, 4 percent agree if she refuses sexual relations with him, and 2 percent agree if she burns the 
food. The percentage of women who agree with at least one of the specified reasons justifying a husband 
beating his wife has decreased from 32 percent in 2000 to the current level of 22 percent. 

 Women with higher education are less likely to agree with any of the specified reasons, as are 
women who are employed for cash. Twenty-five percent of women who are currently married agree with 
at least one reason justifying a man beating his wife; this is a higher percentage than for never-married 
women or formerly married women (18 and 19 percent, respectively). About one-third of rural women 
(34 percent) agree with at least one reason justifying a wife’s beating, compared with 15 percent of urban 
women. The proportion of women agreeing with at least one of the given reasons varies by region, from 7 
percent in Syunik to 47 percent in Armavir. Women in the lowest wealth quintile are much more likely to 
agree with at least one of the specified reasons than women in the highest quintile (41 percent versus 10 
percent).

 Men were also asked about their opinion on the justification of wife beating under certain circum-
stances. As shown in Table 15.6.2, men are more likely to agree with one of the reasons justifying a hus-
band’s beating of his wife (31 percent compared with 22 percent of women). About one-fourth of men 
agree that a husband has the right to beat his wife if she either neglects the children or argues with him. 
Fourteen percent agree that a man is justified in hitting or beating his wife if she goes out without telling 
him, 5 percent of men agree if she refuses to have sex with him, while 1 percent believe he may beat her 
if she burns the food. Similar to women, the proportion of men who agree with at least one of the speci-
fied reasons justifying a husband beating his wife has decreased from 42 percent in the 2000 ADHS to 31 
percent.
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Table 15.6.1  Attitudes toward wife beating: Women

Percentage of women 15-49 who agree that a husband is justified in hitting or beating his wife for specific reasons, accord-
ing to background characteristics, Armenia 2005 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
 Husband is justified in hitting or beating his wife if she: Percentage 
 –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– who agree  
   Goes out  Refuses with  
   Burns Argues without Neglects to have at least one Number 
Background the with telling the sex specified of 
characteristic food him him children with him reason women 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
Age        
  15-19  1.6  15.3  10.2  17.5  3.0  22.0  1,123  
  20-24  2.4  13.9  9.1  15.6  3.0  20.2  1,131  
  25-29  1.0  15.0  10.0  16.3  4.2  21.8  929  
  30-34  2.6  14.2  10.5  18.8  3.2  23.5  749  
  35-39  1.9  13.7  11.1  16.7  4.1  22.3  711  
  40-44  2.6  15.7  11.5  20.4  5.7  25.0  965  
  45-49  2.5  15.2  10.3  16.8  3.1  20.8  958  
                  
Employment 
in the last 12 months       
  Not employed  2.1  16.0  11.7  18.5  3.9  23.6  4,789  
  Employed for cash  1.6  10.2  6.4  12.6  2.9  16.1  1,488  
  Employed not for cash  3.9  17.8  7.5  23.4  5.0  28.4  282  
                 
Number of living children        
  0  1.4  12.4  7.9  14.8  2.7  18.8  2,352  
  1-2  1.9  14.1  9.4  15.2  3.5  20.4  2,812  
  3+  3.7  20.0  16.1  26.2  5.9  31.1  1,402  
                  
Marital status        
  Never married  1.4  11.8  7.5  14.2  2.4  17.9  2,043  
  Currently married  2.5  16.5  12.1  19.4  4.1  24.7  4,044  
  Formerly married  1.5  12.5  7.0  13.6  6.2  18.5  479  
                  
Residence        
  Urban  1.2  9.9  5.7  11.3  2.4  15.2  4,194  
  Rural  3.7  23.3  18.4  28.2  5.9  34.3  2,372  
                  
Region        
  Yerevan  1.1  6.7  3.0  6.9  1.6  10.0  2,468  
  Aragatsotn  7.7  32.5  23.1  33.5  10.5  45.9  292  
  Ararat  0.0  8.8  3.6  15.8  1.3  16.9  462  
  Armavir  4.1  36.1  20.2  38.2  5.2  47.2  567  
  Gegharkunik  3.7  24.1  26.9  31.9  3.1  38.0  443  
  Lori  1.3  19.3  9.4  14.7  3.7  24.6  537  
  Kotayk  3.1  21.8  17.4  23.8  8.3  29.5  563  
  Shirak  1.5  12.1  18.1  24.7  6.8  25.9  563  
  Syunik  0.6  3.9  2.7  6.1  1.7  7.3  281  
  Vayots Dzor  0.0  9.2  2.9  8.3  1.8  11.8  107  
  Tavush  4.3  14.3  8.3  22.8  4.3  28.2  285  
                
Education        
  Basic general  4.0  21.5  16.2  22.4  5.8  28.3  529  
  Secondary general  2.9  20.2  15.1  24.1  5.5  29.4  2,440  
  Specialized secondary  1.6  14.5  8.8  16.5  3.1  22.2  1,997  
  Higher  0.8  4.6  3.0  6.5  1.1  8.8  1,600  
                  
Wealth quintile        
  Lowest  4.8  29.2  21.6  32.8  7.7  41.1  1,164  
  Second  2.8  19.1  15.7  23.4  4.5  28.8  1,284  
  Middle  1.2  11.6  8.4  15.0  3.7  18.7  1,303  
  Fourth  1.6  10.9  5.5  11.7  2.3  16.0  1,375  
  Highest  0.5  5.7  2.8  7.1  1.1  9.7  1,440  
                  
Total 2.1 14.8 10.3 17.4 3.7 22.1 6,566 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
Note: Currently married includes respondents in consensual union (living together). Formerly married includes di-
vorced/separated/widowed. 
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Table 15.6.2  Attitudes toward wife beating: Men

Percentage of men 15-49 who agree that a husband is justified in hitting or beating his wife for specific reasons, according 
to background characteristics, Armenia 2005 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
 Husband is justified in hitting or beating his wife if she: Percentage 
 –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– who agree  
   Goes out  Refuses with  
   Burns Argues without Neglects to have at least one Number 
Background the with telling the sex specified of 
characteristic food him him children with him reason men 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
Age        
  15-19  1.4  22.5  13.0  23.5  11.2  30.5  292  
  20-24  0.1  27.8  13.6  26.1  3.8  38.3  237  
  25-29  2.6  21.6  11.5  19.1  4.9  28.8  202  
  30-34  0.6  21.9  17.9  21.1  3.9  26.4  156  
  35-39  0.7  17.7  14.5  22.9  1.3  28.8  150  
  40-44  1.5  24.4  18.4  28.6  4.5  34.0  199  
  45-49  0.2  13.4  12.0  19.4  3.4  24.4  211  
                  
Employment 
in the last 12 months        
  Not employed  1.4  22.4  13.8  22.8  7.6  31.9  716  
  Employed for cash  0.8  19.3  13.4  21.9  2.9  28.1  666  
  Employed not for cash  0.0  39.4  27.3  39.3  2.8  41.4  60  
                    
Number of living children        
  0  1.2  24.6  14.3  23.7  7.3  33.1  688  
  1-2  0.7  16.0  11.9  21.0  2.2  26.3  519  
  3+  1.4  25.1  18.7  25.9  5.8  32.1  240  
                  
Marital status        
  Never married  1.1  26.1  14.7  25.2  7.6  35.3  615  
  Currently married  1.0  18.4  13.7  21.4  3.4  26.9  815  
  Formerly married  2.5  14.7  22.5  27.5  6.8  27.5  17  
                  
Residence        
  Urban  0.4  16.4  10.2  20.8  4.2  27.0  913  
  Rural  2.2  30.5  21.0  27.1  7.0  36.5  534  
                  
Region        
  Yerevan  0.0  13.3  7.9  19.3  2.6  24.9  547  
  Aragatsotn  5.2  54.6  33.7  35.4  10.6  57.9  71  
  Ararat  0.0  6.5  4.0  2.5  0.0  6.5  110  
  Armavir  1.0  34.0  23.0  36.3  2.8  40.8  139  
  Gegharkunik  3.0  49.1  32.3  36.5  3.6  57.1  81  
  Lori  1.6  12.1  7.8  18.2  1.6  22.3  87  
  Kotayk  0.0  31.0  17.0  26.8  9.8  38.3  151  
  Shirak  0.0  1.0  0.0  3.0  0.0  3.9  98  
  Syunik  4.7  47.6  37.9  64.1  30.3  73.1  67  
  Vayots Dzor  0.0  11.5  13.9  13.3  4.7  13.9  31  
  Tavush  4.6  20.6  20.8  21.4  14.0  29.7  64  
                
Education        
  Basic general  2.4  28.7  24.1  32.7  10.9  40.9  205  
  Secondary general  1.1  25.1  13.2  25.1  4.8  33.4  586  
  Specialized secondary  0.6  20.4  16.1  24.0  4.5  29.9  310  
  Higher  0.5  12.6  8.3  13.2  3.3  20.1  346  
                  
Wealth quintile        
  Lowest  3.2  34.7  26.6  32.6  8.8  42.3  261  
  Second  1.2  22.5  17.0  22.8  6.0  31.0  264  
  Middle  0.7  20.6  13.7  23.5  3.7  31.4  326  
  Fourth  0.2  19.8  10.8  25.3  4.2  32.4  316  
  Highest  0.3  11.9  4.5  11.5  4.2  15.8  280  
                  
Total 1.0 21.6 14.2 23.1 5.2 30.5 1,447 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
Note: Currently married includes respondents in consensual union (living together). Formerly married includes di-
vorced/separated/widowed. 
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 Men who are either employed for cash or have a higher level of education are less likely to agree 
with any of the stated reasons. Men in rural areas are more likely than those from urban areas to agree 
with at least one reason justifying a man beating his wife (37 percent versus 27 percent). The percentage 
of men agreeing with at least one of these reasons is highest in Syunik (73 percent) and lowest in Shirak 
(4 percent). It is worth noting that while women residing in Syunik are the least likely to agree with any 
of the given reasons for wife beating (7 percent), men residing in the same region are the most likely to do 
so (73 percent).

15.5 ATTITUDES TOWARDS REFUSING SEXUAL RELATIONS

 The extent of control women have over when they have sexual intercourse has important implica-
tions for demographic and health outcomes. It is also an indicator of women’s empowerment because it 
measures women’s degree of acceptance of norms in certain societies that socialize women into believing 
that a woman does not have the right to refuse to have sexual intercourse with her husband for any reason.  

 The ADHS survey included a question on whether the respondent thinks that a wife is justified in 
refusing to have sexual intercourse with her husband under three circumstances: she knows her husband 
has a sexually transmitted infection (STI); she knows her husband has sexual intercourse with other 
women; and when she is tired or not in the mood. These three circumstances for which women’s opinions 
are sought have been chosen because they are effective in combining issues of women’s rights and conse-
quences for women’s health. Table 15.7.1 shows the percentages of women who say that a wife is justi-
fied in refusing to have sexual intercourse with her husband for these reasons according to background 
characteristics. 

 Overall, 56 percent of women in Armenia agree that a woman is justified in refusing to have sex 
with her husband for all three of the selected reasons. Specifically, 88 percent of women said that a 
woman can refuse to have sex with her husband if they know the husband has an STI, 82 percent said 
they can refuse if they know that the husband is having sexual relations with another woman, and 59 per-
cent said they can refuse if she is not in the mood or is tired. 

 Overall, only one in ten women do not agree with any of the given reasons for a wife to refuse 
sex with her husband. Younger women are more likely not to agree with any of the reasons; 28 percent of 
women 15-19 do not feel that a woman is justified in refusing sex with her husband in any of the speci-
fied circumstances, compared with 9 percent or less in other age groups. Twenty-nine percent of women 
with basic education and 12 percent of women with a secondary general education disagree with all of the 
scenarios, as opposed to 7 percent of women with a specialized secondary education and 6 percent of 
women with a higher education. Among unemployed women, 12 percent do not agree with any of the rea-
sons compared with 5 percent of women employed for cash. Women who have never been married or 
have no children are also more likely not to agree with any of the specified reasons. Rural women tend to 
disagree more with any of the reasons than urban women (14 percent versus 9 percent). The proportion of 
women who do not agree with any of the given reasons for a wife to refuse sex with her husband de-
creases with increasing wealth. 

 Table 15.7.2 shows the percentage of men who say that women are justified in refusing sex with 
their husband by background characteristics. Men are about as likely as women to agree with all three of 
the selected reasons for a wife to withhold sex from her husband (55 percent). Specifically, 92 percent of 
men said that she can refuse if she knows that her husband has an STI, 74 percent agree that a woman can 
refuse to have sex with her husband if she is not in the mood or is tired, and 62 percent said she can refuse 
if she knows that her husband is having sexual relations with another woman. 
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Table 15.7.1  Attitudes toward refusing sexual intercourse with husband: Women

Percentage of women age 15-49 who believe that a wife is justified in refusing to have sexual intercourse with 
her husband in specific circumstances, by background characteristics, Armenia 2005 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
 Wife is justified in refusing 
  sex with her husband if she:   
 ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––   
 Knows Knows  Percentage  Percentage  
 husband has husband Is tired who agree  who agree   
   a sexually has sex or not with all of with none of Number 
Background   transmitted with other in the the specified the specified of 
characteristic   infection women mood reasons reasons women 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
Age       
  15-19  71.1  65.5  44.2  42.6  27.6  1,123  
  20-24  89.5  84.2  59.8  57.3  8.9  1,131  
  25-29  90.8  86.1  60.4  57.6  7.2  929  
  30-34  92.4  85.2  61.1  55.7  4.8  749  
  35-39  92.9  85.4  65.9  62.0  5.7  711  
  40-44  91.8  86.2  63.1  59.5  6.2  965  
  45-49  91.5  84.0  62.9  59.3  7.1  958  
                
Employment 
in the past 12 months       
  Not employed  86.2  80.6  57.5  54.5  12.1  4,789  
  Employed for cash  93.6  87.6  66.6  63.2  5.1  1,488  
  Employed not for cash  86.3  71.1  43.8  38.9  8.4  282  
               
Number of living children       
  0  79.4  73.7  50.6  48.7  19.3  2,352  
  1-2  93.9  87.6  65.3  61.6  4.6  2,812  
  3+  90.0  83.6  60.3  55.9  6.9  1,402  
                
Marital status       
  Never married  77.5  72.3  49.8  48.2  21.2  2,043  
  Currently married  92.9  86.5  62.6  58.8  5.0  4,044  
  Formerly married  89.8  82.4  67.0  62.7  9.7  479  
                
Residence       
  Urban  90.0  85.8  62.1  59.3  8.5  4,194  
  Rural  84.1  74.7  53.4  49.5  13.6  2,372  
                
Region       
  Yerevan  91.4  89.1  67.2  64.6  7.3  2,468  
  Aragatsotn  62.3  58.2  54.3  46.5  32.6  292  
  Ararat  78.4  55.8  28.8  27.8  20.9  462  
  Armavir  93.8  88.4  79.0  74.8  5.7  567  
  Gegharkunik  83.2  76.4  54.5  50.0  12.9  443  
  Lori  84.1  76.2  44.4  42.5  14.8  537  
  Kotayk  82.2  76.2  53.2  45.9  13.0  563  
  Shirak  94.8  90.3  65.1  64.6  5.0  563  
  Syunik  98.0  95.2  36.7  36.1  2.0  281  
  Vayots Dzor  88.0  69.3  37.7  36.8  11.8  107  
  Tavush  88.6  76.6  65.1  59.0  7.7  285  
              
Education       
  Basic general  67.4  62.7  45.1  41.0  29.0  529  
  Secondary general  85.4  79.1  54.2  51.1  12.2  2,440  
  Specialized secondary  91.7  83.9  63.0  59.2  7.0  1,997  
  Higher  93.5  89.6  65.7  63.5  5.6  1,600  
                
Wealth quintile       
  Lowest  82.1  75.4  54.1  50.2  15.0  1,164  
  Second  84.5  76.5  53.9  50.6  13.5  1,284  
  Middle  90.4  81.0  59.2  55.7  8.5  1,303  
  Fourth  89.4  85.3  60.3  57.1  8.7  1,375  
  Highest  91.7  89.1  66.0  63.7  7.1  1,440  
                
Total 87.9 81.8 59.0 55.8 10.4 6,566 
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 Table 15.7.2  Attitudes toward refusing sexual intercourse with husband: Men

Percentage of men age 15-49 who believe that a wife is justified in refusing to have sexual intercourse with her husband in specific cir-
cumstances and percentage who say a woman is justified in asking her husband to use condoms if she knows he has a sexually transmit-
ted infection (STI), by background characteristics, Armenia 2005  

Wife is justified in refusing sex with her 
husband if she: 

Background 
characteristic

Knows
husband has 

a sexually 
transmitted 
infection

Knows
husband has 

sex with 
other women

Is tired 
or not  
in the 
mood 

Percentage 
who agree 
with all of

the specified 
reasons 

Percentage 
who agree 

with none of 
the specified 

reasons 

Percentage 
who say a 

wife is justi-
fied in asking 
husband to 

use condoms 
if he has an 

STI

Number 
of

men
Age     

 15-19  70.2  41.6 44.2 31.3 26.8 72.8  292 
 20-24  95.7  53.4 76.8 49.9 3.4 92.0  237 
 25-29  98.5  72.8 82.3 63.9 1.5 94.9  202 
 30-34  99.1  66.8 83.5 60.3 0.9 96.2  156 
 35-39  95.9  67.4 81.6 62.4 2.9 93.2  150 
 40-44  98.3  71.1 81.7 61.3 1.0 89.9  199 
 45-49  99.2  71.7 87.1 66.3 0.8 93.7  211 

    
Employment in the past 12     

 Not employed  86.8  57.7 66.4 50.0 11.7 84.0  716 
 Employed for cash  97.6  68.2 82.3 61.1 1.9 94.0  666 
 Employed not for cash  96.1  39.7 80.8 36.0 3.9 94.7  60 
       
Number of living children     

 0  85.0  52.8 64.2 45.2 13.2 84.4  688 
 1-2  98.2  73.9 83.4 66.5 1.6 93.0  519 
 3+  100.0  60.9 84.2 55.0 0.0 93.9  240 
       
Marital status     

 Never married  83.3  51.3 61.5 43.3 14.7 83.2  615 
 Currently married 98.8  69.6 84.3 62.8 1.1 93.6  815 
 Formerly married 100.0  60.6 68.2 60.6 0.0 83.7  17 
       
Residence     

 Urban  93.0  70.7 78.4 63.0 5.7 91.7  913 
 Rural  90.7  46.4 67.6 39.9 8.7 84.6  534 
       
Region     

Yerevan  94.6  79.5 85.2 73.3 3.9 96.5  547 
 Aragatsotn  96.7  37.7 88.7 35.3 3.3 97.3  71 
 Ararat  76.4  39.7 67.3 38.5 21.7 71.9  110 
 Armavir  100.0  41.9 85.1 37.4 0.0 100.0  139 
 Gegharkunik  88.6  38.3 55.5 31.9 11.0 93.3  81 
 Lori  93.9  65.7 59.6 57.2 4.8 87.0  87 
 Kotayk  94.3  53.1 62.6 45.5 5.0 95.5  151 
 Shirak  84.3  68.9 43.3 42.5 15.7 29.1  98
 Syunik  82.7  65.4 58.5 53.0 17.3 83.2  67 
 Vayots Dzor  87.3  33.3 81.6 31.5 12.7 95.2  31 
 Tavush  98.3  61.6 87.9 57.0 0.0 99.3  64 
       
Education     

 Basic general  86.0  47.5 64.3 43.3 10.8 84.8  205 
 Secondary general  89.8  56.1 67.9 46.1 9.1 85.9  586 
 Specialized secondary  96.2  68.5 84.5 62.6 3.6 92.0  310 
 Higher  96.2  73.7 82.3 67.8 3.5 94.4  346 
       
Wealth quintile     

 Lowest  90.3  48.7 66.9 40.2 9.5 79.9  261 
 Second  88.6  53.5 71.5 45.9 9.6 82.4  264 
 Middle  91.5  62.7 72.1 55.1 7.3 88.6  326 
 Fourth  94.3  64.7 78.1 58.0 5.1 95.2  316 
 Highest  95.8  77.1 82.6 71.1 3.2 97.6  280 
       
 Total 92.2 61.7 74.4 54.5 6.8 89.1 1,447 
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Overall, only 7 percent of men do not agree with any of the three reasons given for a wife to re-
fuse to have sex with her husband. Similar patterns among men and women are seen as to which groups 
are more likely not to agree with any of the given reasons. Younger men age 15-19 (27 percent), men 
with only a basic general education (11 percent), never-married men (15 percent), men with no children 
(13 percent), those residing in rural areas (9 percent), and unemployed men (12 percent) all have a higher 
than average likelihood of not agreeing with any reason given for a wife to withhold sex from her hus-
band. As with women, the proportion of men who do not agree with any of the given reasons for a wife to 
refuse sex with her husband is reversely related with wealth. 

Since 2000, there have not been significant changes in the attitudes of women or men with regard 
to the issue of a wife’s justification in refusing to have sexual intercourse with her husband. 

 In addition, men were asked if they thought a woman is justified in asking that they use condoms 
if she knows that her husband has an STI. The results show that almost 90 percent of men agree. Younger 
men, those in the lower wealth quintiles, and those in Shirak region are less likely than other men to agree 
that a wife is justified in asking that they use condoms in such a case. 

15.6 INDICATORS OF WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT

 The three sets of empowerment indicators, namely women’s participation in making household 
decisions, their attitudes toward women’s ability to refuse sexual intercourse with their husband/partner, 
and their attitudes toward wife beating can be summarized into three separate indices. The first index 
shows the number of decisions (see Table 15.5 for the list of decisions) in which women participate alone 
or jointly with their husband/partner. This index ranges in value from 0 to 4 and is positively related to 
women’s empowerment. It reflects the degree of decisionmaking control that women are able to exercise 
in areas that affect their own lives and environments. The second indicator, which ranges in value from 0 
to 3, is the number of circumstances (see Table 15.7.1 for the list of the circumstances) in which the re-
spondent feels that a woman is justified in refusing sexual intercourse with her husband or partner. This 
indicator reflects perceptions of sexual roles and women’s rights over their bodies and relates positively 
to women’s sense of self and empowerment. The final indicator, which ranges in value from 0 to 5, is the 
total number of reasons (see Table 15.6.1 for the list of reasons) for which the respondent feels that a hus-
band is justified in beating his wife. A lower score on this indicator is interpreted as reflecting a greater 
sense of entitlement and self-esteem and a higher status of women. 

 Table 15.8 shows how these three indicators relate to each other for female respondents. In gen-
eral, the expectation is that women who participate in making household decisions are also more likely to 
have gender-egalitarian beliefs. The data show that there is a direct relationship between woman’s par-
ticipation in decisionmaking and number of reasons to refuse sex with husband. For example, the propor-
tion of women who participate in the household decisionmaking increases from 22 percent among those 
who do not agree with any of the reasons for a wife to refuse sex with her husband to 46 percent among 
women who agree with all three reasons.  

 Generally, there is a positive relationship between number of decisions in which the woman par-
ticipates and the proportion who agree with none of the given reasons for a husband to beat his wife. 
Sixty-one percent of women who do not participate in any of the household decisions disagree with all of 
the given reasons for a husband to beat his wife compared with 76 percent among those who participate in 
three to four decisions. There is no clear relationship between the proportion who disagree with all of the 
reasons to justify wife beating and number of reasons to refuse sex with the husband.
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 Table 15.8  Indicators of women's empowerment

Percentage of women age 15-49 who participate in making all specified household decisions, percentage who 
disagree with all reasons for justifying wife beating, and percentage who agree with all reasons for refusing sexual 
intercourse with husband/partner, by value on each of the indicators of women's empowerment, Armenia 2005  

 Empowerment indicator 

Percentage who 
participate in all 
decisionmaking1

Percentage 
 who agree with 
all of the reasons 
for refusing sexual 
intercourse with 
husband/partner 

Percentage who 
disagree with all of 
 the reasons justi-
fying wife beating 

Number 
 of 

 women 

Number of decisions in which woman 
participates1     

 0  na 63.8  60.6  182  
 1-2  na  55.6  74.3  629  
 3-4  na  59.1  76.4  3,233  

    
Number of reasons to refuse 
sexual intercourse with husband2     

 0  22.0  na  82.4  681  
 1-2  44.2  na  73.5  2,223  
 3  45.9  na  79.7  3,662  
           
Number of reasons for which 
wife beating is justified3     

 0  42.2  57.1  na  5,114  
 1-2  45.9  47.9  na  942  
 3-4  42.5  57.3  na  457  

5 52.1 58.1 na 53 

na = Not applicable 
1 Restricted to currently married women. See Table 15.5 for the list of decisions. 
2 See Table 15.7.1 for reasons. 
3 See Table 15.6.1 for reasons. 

15.7 CURRENT USE OF CONTRACEPTION BY WOMEN’S STATUS

 A woman’s ability to control her fertility and the contraceptive method she chooses are likely to 
be affected by her status, self-image, and sense of empowerment. A woman who feels that she is unable 
to control other aspects of her life may be less likely to feel she can make and carry out decisions on her 
fertility. She may also feel the need to choose methods that are less likely to be evident or which do not 
depend on her husband’s cooperation. The ADHS collected information on three indicators of women’s 
empowerment: number of decisions in which the respondent participates, the number of reasons for which 
a woman can refuse to have sexual relations with her husband, and the number of reasons for which the 
respondent feels a husband is justified in beating his wife. This section focuses on the relationship be-
tween contraceptive use and women’s status.  

 Table 15.9 shows the relationship of each of these three indicators of women’s empowerment 
with current use of contraceptive methods by currently married women age 15-49. Overall, women who 
are more empowered (i.e., respondents with higher scores on the first two indicators of status and a lower 
score on the third indicator of women’s status) are more likely to be using a modern method of contracep-
tion. For example, 43 percent of women who do not participate in any of the household decisions are us-
ing a method of contraception, as opposed to almost 54 percent of women who participate in three or four 
of the specified decisions. Results of the second indicator (number of reasons to refuse sexual intercourse 
with husband) follow the same pattern. Forty-six percent of women who do not agree with any of the 
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given reasons for refusing sex with husband are using a method of contraception as opposed to 53 percent 
of women who agree with all three reasons. Although the third indicator (number of reasons for which 
wife beating is justified) appears to have no discernable relationship to contraceptive use, these results 
suggest that, overall, different dimensions of women’s empowerment are positively associated with 
women’s use of contraception in Armenia.  

 Table 15.9  Current use of contraception by women's status

Percent distribution of currently married women by contraceptive method currently used, according to selected indicators of women's status, Arme-
nia 2005  

 Modern method  

Empowerment indicator 
Any

method 

Any
modern
method 

Temporary 
female 

methods1
Male

condom 

Any
traditional 
method 

Not
currently 

using
method Total

Number 
of

women
Number of decisions 
in which woman participates2         

 0  42.8  11.3  6.3  5.0  31.5  57.2  100.0  182  
 1-2  50.7  17.3  9.5  7.8  33.4  49.3  100.0  629  
 3-4  54.1  20.4  12.1  8.3  33.7  45.9  100.0  3,233  

        
Number of reasons given for refus-
ing to have sexual intercourse with 
husband3         

 0  45.9  13.8  8.2  5.5  32.2  54.1  100.0  202  
 1-2  53.5  18.1  11.1  7.1  35.3  46.5  100.0  1,465  
 3  53.4  20.8  11.9  8.9  32.7  46.6  100.0  2,377  
                   
Number of reasons for which 
wife-beating is justified4         

 0  53.3  20.4  11.5  8.9  32.9  46.7  100.0  3,047  
 1-2  54.0  18.8  12.4  6.3  35.2  46.0  100.0  633  
 3-4  49.4  13.6  8.3  5.3  35.8  50.6  100.0  319  
 5  52.1  9.8  9.8  0.0  42.3  47.9  100.0  45  
          
 Total 53.1 19.5 11.4 8.1 33.6 46.9 100.0 4,044 

Note: If more than one method is used, only the most effective method is considered in this tabulation. 
1 Pill, IUD, injectables, implants, female condom, diaphragm, foam/jelly, and lactational amenorrhea method 
2 Restricted to currently married women. See Table 15.5 for the list of decisions. 
3 See Table 15.7.1 for the list of reasons. 
4 See Table 15.6.1 for the list of reasons. 

15.8 WOMEN’S STATUS AND IDEAL FAMILY SIZE AND UNMET NEED

 An increase in women’s status and empowerment is recognized as important for efforts to reduce 
fertility through at least two main pathways: 1) desired family size decreases as women become more 
empowered and 2) empowerment increases a woman’s ability to meet family-size goals through the effec-
tive use of contraception. Table 15.10 shows how women’s ideal family size and their unmet need for 
family planning vary by the three indicators of women’s empowerment—number of decisions in which 
the respondent has the final say, number of reasons for which the respondent feels a husband is justified 
in beating his wife, and number of reasons for which a woman can refuse to have sexual intercourse with 
her husband. 
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 Table 15.10  Ideal number of children and unmet need for family planning by women’s empowerment

Mean ideal number of children and the percentage of women with an unmet need for family planning, by indicators of 
women's empowerment, Armenia 2005  

 Percentage of women with an 
unmet need for family planning2

 Empowerment indicator 

Mean ideal 
number of 
children1

Number 
of

women

For
spacing 

For
limiting Total 

Number 
of

women

Number of decisions in which woman 
participates3       

 0  2.5  182  7.0  12.5  19.5  182  
 1-2  2.6  619  7.4  11.0  18.4  629  
 3-4  2.7  3,198  2.6  9.3  11.9  3,233  

Number of reasons given for refusing 
to have sexual intercourse with hus-
band4

 0  2.3  660  1.1  3.2  4.3  681  
 1-2  2.6  2,199  2.3  5.9  8.2  2,223  
 3  2.6  3,611  2.4  6.9  9.3  3,662  

Number of reasons for which 
wife-beating is justified5

 0  2.5  5,027  2.3  5.9  8.1  5,114  
 1-2  2.6  936  1.8  7.6  9.4  942  
 3-4  2.7  455  2.6  6.7  9.3  457  
 5  (2.6)  52  1.8  6.4  8.2  53  
       
 Total 2.6 6,470 2.2 6.2 8.4 6,566 

Note: Figures in parentheses are based on 25-49 unweighted cases. 
1 Mean excludes respondents who gave non-numeric responses. 
2 See Table 7.3 for definition of unmet need for family planning.  
3 Restricted to currently married women. See Table 15.5 for the list of decisions. 
4 See Table 15.7.1 for the list of reasons. 
5 See Table 15.6.1 for the list of reasons. 

 The data show that there is no clear pattern in the relationship of women’s empowerment indica-
tors and the mean ideal number of children. On the other hand, the unmet need for family planning, both 
for spacing and limiting, is related to the women’s participation in decisionmaking. For example, the total 
unmet need for family planning is lower for women who participate in three to four decisions when com-
pared with those who participate in none (12 percent versus 20 percent). The pattern is not clear when 
looking at the effect of the other two indicators of women’s empowerment (reasons to refuse sex with 
husband and reasons for which wife beating is justified).

15.9 WOMEN’S STATUS AND REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH CARE

 A woman’s status and level of self-respect can be major determinants of a woman’s ability to ob-
tain adequate health care for herself. Table 15.11 examines whether women’s use of antenatal, delivery, 
and postnatal care services from health workers varies by their level of empowerment as measured by the 
three indicators of empowerment. In societies where health care is widespread, women’s empowerment 
may not affect their access to reproductive health services; in other societies, however, increased empow-
erment of women is likely to increase their ability to seek out and use health services to better meet their 
own reproductive health goals, including the goal of safe motherhood.   



Women’s Empowerment | 227

 Table 15.11  Reproductive health care by women's empowerment

Percentage of women with a live birth in the five years preceding the survey who received antenatal care, delivery 
assistance, and postnatal care from a health worker for the most recent birth, by indicators of women's empowerment, 
Armenia 2005  

 Empowerment indicator 

Received 
antenatal care 
from a health 
professional 

Received 
delivery  

assistance 
from a health 
professional 

Received 
postnatal care 
from a health 
professional  

within
2 days of 
delivery1

Number 
of

births

Number of decisions in which 
woman participates2     

 0  87.8  100.0  97.3  87  
 1-2  92.2  99.5  99.0  292  
 3-4  94.2  98.7  96.6  746  

Number of reasons given for refus-
ing to have sexual intercourse with 
husband3     

 0  82.6  95.8  93.9  63  
 1-2  92.5  98.2  95.9  359  
 3  94.5  99.7  98.4  754  

Number of reasons for which wife-
beating is justified4

 0  95.6  99.2  98.5  894  
 1-2  88.7  99.2  96.9  176  
 3-4  79.5  97.0  89.4  88  
 5  85.7  100.0  85.5  19  
      
 Total 93.2 99.1 97.4 1,176 

Note: Health personnel includes doctor, nurse, or midwife. 
1 Pertains to all recent deliveries, including those delivered in a health facility 
2 Restricted to currently married women. See Table 15.5 for the list of decisions. 
3 See Table 15.7.1 for the list of reasons. 
4 See Table 15.6.1 for the list of reasons.  

 The data indicate that there is a relationship between each of the selected indicators of women’s 
status and women’s utilization of antenatal care, suggesting that in Armenia, as women’s status increases, 
so does their access to reproductive health care from a professional. For example, among women who 
participate in all of the specified household decisions, 94 percent received antenatal care from a trained 
health professional, compared with 88 percent of women who do not participate in any decisions. Simi-
larly, the proportion of women who received antenatal care from a health professional increases with the 
number of reasons women feel justified in refusing sex with their husband. Finally, the percentage of 
women with professional antenatal care declines as the number of reasons justifying wife beating in-
creases.  

 Virtually all Armenian women receive delivery care from a health professional (99 percent) or 
receive postnatal care from a health professional within two days of delivery (97 percent). Therefore, 
there is less variation in these two components of reproductive health care by women’s status. In sum-
mary, the data suggest that a woman’s status and empowerment has a positive relationship with access to 
quality health care. 
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