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In present day world which is characterized by the information variety and intensity of informational
flows, the possible “combination” of three participants of official statistics such as respondents, users and
taxpayers, “occupying the angels of statistical triangle” having different dispositions, is of great
importance, especially from viewpoint of perception requirements (communication skills leveling) by
national and international levels.
The National Statistical Service of RA (NSS RA) would like to thank all the respondents who have
supplied information for this statistical publication. We welcome any comments and suggestions from
the respondents and taxpayers, as statistical users, for the future improvement of the statistical
publication.
Please send your comments and suggestions to any of the following addresses of the Public relations and
statistical information dissemination division of NSS RA.

3 Government House, Republic Ave., Yerevan, 0010
Tel: (+374 10) 52-33-56, 52-45-42
Fax: (+ 374 10) 52-19-21
E-mail: info@armstat.am
Websites: http://www.armstat.am , mirror website: http://www.armstat.info
http://www.armstatbank.am , http://www.armdevinfo.am
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To inform the Armenian public of the poverty level and social situation in the country, the
Republic of Armenia National Statistical Service (RA NSS) produces this annual statistical analytical
report entitled Social Snapshot and Poverty in Armenia.The report was prepared with the financial
support of the Republic of Armenia state budget as well as the analytical and technical support of
the World Bank.The report is intended to inform the public about the living conditions and social
situation in the country in 2012. The report provides detailed account of the current social and
economic developments in the country describes poverty trends nationally and by different
socioeconomic, demographic and geographical classifications. The Integrated Living Conditions
Survey (ILCS), conducted annually by the RA NSS, formed the basis for most of the empirical
analyses in the report. The ILCS is a universally recognized best-practice statistical survey for
collecting data to inform about the living standards of households. ILCS comprises comprehensive
and valuable data on the welfare of households and separate individuals which affords the NSS an
opportunity to provide the public with up to date information on the population’s income,
expenditures,the level of poverty and the other changes in living standards on an annual basis. The
RA NSS continuously aspires to improve the quality of ILCS to make it fully compatible with similar
surveys in developed countries. To this end, the RA NSS utilizes contemporary methodologies and
tools for data collection and analysis.

The current issue of the Social Snapshot and Poverty in Armenia Report is based on data
collected in 2012 from 5184 households. The sample for the survey was developed using the 2001
Population Census database. The survey was conducted between January 1 and December 31, 2012
and is representative at the marz level1. The survey instrument has been revised accordingly.

The results presented in this report are based on the poverty measurement methodology
revised in 2009 with the support of the World Bank. Compared to the 2004-2008 methodology, the
revised methodology has the following broad feature:New minimum food basket is developed which
reflects the changes in consumption since 2004-2008 as well as the ratio of food, non-food
components and services. The data of 2009 ILCS was used when developing the minimum food
consumption model. This new basket is used to calculate the extreme and total (lower and upper)
poverty lines. The new basket will be as a benchmark for poverty measurement and will be revised
based on the average annual increase in prices. To get more insight into the methodology, please see
the chapter on “Methodological Clarifications”.

1

Օnly the 2004-2012 surveys are representative at the marz level.
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With the goal to analyze and observe social and economic developments and the poverty rate in
Armenia, the report presents a comprehensive analysis of social and economic developments and
changes in poverty from 2008 to 2012based on the annual series of data from the ILCS. The Report
also draws on administrative statistical indicators provided by the Ministries of Labor and Social
Affairs, Health Care, and Education and Science.
We hope that this Report will be a useful source of information for all the users interested in
learning more about social and economic developments and poverty in Armenia.

Stepan Mnatsaknayan

President,
RA National Statistical
Service
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