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ABORTION 8
 
 
 Information about induced abortion was collected in the 2010 ADHS through a detailed 
reproductive history. Each woman was asked how many pregnancies had ended in live births, induced 
abortions, miscarriages, and stillbirths. For each pregnancy, the month and year in which the 
pregnancy ended, and the outcome of the pregnancy were recorded.1 In addition, the duration was 
recorded for each pregnancy ending during the five-year period preceding the survey. 
 
8.1 PREGNANCY OUTCOMES  
 

Table 8.1 shows the percent distribution of pregnancy outcomes occurring during the three-
year period preceding the survey (approximately November 2007 to November 2010). About six in 
ten pregnancies resulted in a live birth (63 percent), and about three in ten resulted in abortion (29 
percent).2 Eight percent of pregnancies were miscarried, and less than 1 percent resulted in stillbirths.  

 
The proportion of pregnancies that ends in induced abortion rises dramatically with the 

woman’s age and with the order of pregnancy. Less than 10 percent of teenage pregnancies end in 
abortion, compared with 18 percent of pregnancies among women age 20-24, 39 percent among 
women age 25-34, and 42 percent among women age 35-44. There is an even steeper increase in 
abortion by pregnancy order, ranging from 2 percent of first pregnancies to 66 percent of fifth or 
higher pregnancies. 

 
There is little difference in pregnancy outcome by urban-rural residence, although rural 

women are slightly more likely than urban women to have had a recent pregnancy end in a live birth 
(66 and 62 percent, respectively). Pregnancy outcome varies substantially by region. The lowest 
proportion of induced abortions is 6 percent in Syunik, and the highest is 40 percent in Armavir. 
Because regional results are based on a small number of pregnancies, however, these findings should 
be viewed with caution. 

 
There is a strong negative relationship between abortion and education; the percentage of 

pregnancies that end in abortion decreases as education increases. Women with basic education only 
have the highest percentage of pregnancies resulting in induced abortions (37 percent), while women 
with higher than secondary education have 21 percent of pregnancies resulting in induced abortion. 
Although there is no clear relationship between induced abortion and wealth status, mothers in the 
lowest and middle wealth quintiles have the highest proportion of pregnancies resulting in abortion. 

 

                                                      
1 The pregnancy history was structured to ensure complete reporting of abortions, especially for those occurring 
in the period immediately before the survey. Data were collected in reverse chronological order (i.e., 
information was first collected about the most recent pregnancy and then about the next to last pregnancy and so 
on). This procedure was designed to result in a more complete reporting of events for the years immediately 
before the survey than would have occurred by collecting information in chronological order. At the end of the 
pregnancy history, interviewers were required to check the consistency between the aggregate data collected at 
the outset of the reproductive section and the number of events reported in the pregnancy history. 
2 In the 2005 ADHS, data collection methodology was modified from the approach used in the 2000 ADHS. In 
the 2000 ADHS, respondents were asked about “self-induced abortions” and “induced abortions” separately. 
However, only 37 women in the 2000 ADHS sample reported inducing an abortion themselves without the 
assistance of a medical professional. This distinction was dropped in the 2005 and 2010 ADHS questionnaires. 
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 Table 8.1  Pregnancy outcome by background characteristics 

 
Percent distribution of pregnancies ending in the three years preceding the survey by type of outcome, according to 
background characteristics, Armenia 2010.  

 
 Pregnancy outcome  

 
Background  
characteristic 

Live  
birth 

Induced  
abortion Miscarriage Stillbirth Total 

Number of 
pregnancies 

 Age at pregnancy outcome       
 <20  81.8  7.0  11.2  0.0  100.0  98  
 20-24  75.3  17.6  7.0  0.0  100.0  563  
 25-34  54.5  38.6  6.7  0.1  100.0  665  
 35-44  44.9  42.4  12.1  0.6  100.0  127  
 45-49  * * * * 100.0  3  

 Pregnancy order   
 First  91.3  1.9  6.7  0.2  100.0  426  
 Second  79.3  13.2  7.5  0.0  100.0  365  
 Third  46.6  45.2  8.1  0.1  100.0  247  
 Fourth  40.6  51.7  7.3  0.3  100.0  167  
 Fifth or higher  24.9  66.2  9.0  0.0  100.0  252  

 Residence       
 Urban  62.0  29.3  8.6  0.1  100.0  859  
 Rural  65.5  28.3  6.2  0.1  100.0  598  

 Region       
 Yerevan  62.7  29.2  8.1  0.0  100.0  466  
 Aragatsotn  89.3  8.7  2.0  0.0  100.0  48  
 Ararat  81.4  16.1  2.5  0.0  100.0  82  
 Armavir  52.4  39.7  7.9  0.0  100.0  166  
 Gegharkunik  67.2  24.4  8.4  0.0  100.0  103  
 Lori  69.2  16.8  14.0  0.0  100.0  102  
 Kotayk  61.0  34.8  3.7  0.5  100.0  157  
 Shirak  54.4  38.1  7.4  0.0  100.0  175  
 Syunik  79.9  6.0  13.0  1.1  100.0  47  
 Vayots Dzor  69.4  22.5  8.1  0.0  100.0  36  
 Tavush  56.1  35.9  7.6  0.4  100.0  75  

 Education       
 Basic  61.2  36.5  2.2  0.0  100.0  68  
 Secondary  60.5  30.8  8.6  0.2  100.0  595  
 Secondary special  62.2  31.4  6.4  0.1  100.0  454  
 Higher  70.8 20.7 8.6 0.0 100.0  339  

 Wealth quintile       
 Lowest  59.6  36.0  4.2  0.2  100.0  309  
 Second  68.8  24.1  6.8  0.4  100.0  278  
 Middle  57.4 35.2 7.5 0.0 100.0  319  
 Fourth  67.2  21.5  11.2  0.0  100.0  291  
 Highest  65.4  26.0  8.6  0.0  100.0  259  
       

 Total 63.4 28.9 7.6 0.1 100.0 1,457 

 Note: An asterisk indicates that a figure is based on fewer than 25 unweighted cases and has been suppressed.  

 
The proportion of pregnancies ending in induced abortion has declined over the past ten 

years, from 55 percent in 2000, to 45 percent in 2005, and to 29 percent in 2010 (Figure 8.1). 
Conversely, the proportion of pregnancies ending in live births has increased, from 38 percent in 
2000, to 48 percent in 2005, and to 63 percent in 2010 (NSS et al., 2001; NSS et al., 2006). 
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8.2 LIFETIME EXPERIENCE WITH INDUCED ABORTION 
 

Table 8.2 shows how many abortions are experienced over women’s lifetimes. Statistics are 
based on all women age 15-49, irrespective of their exposure to the risk of pregnancy. 
 

Approximately three in ten respondents have ever had an induced abortion (31 percent). As 
expected, the likelihood increases with age, from 5 percent among women 20-24 years of age, to 31 
percent among women age 25-34, and to 55 percent among women age 35 and older. There is a 
positive relationship between having had an induced abortion and number of living children. Less 
than 1 percent of women with no living children have had an abortion, compared with 17 percent of 
women with one child, 58 percent of women with two to three children, and 56 percent of women 
with four or more children. 

 
There are no pronounced differentials in lifetime prevalence of induced abortions by urban-

rural residence or by wealth. There is a curvilinear relationship between level of education and 
induced abortion: both the least educated women and the most educated women are less likely to have 
an induced abortion than other women. However, women with higher education have the lowest 
percentage of pregnancies resulting in induced abortion (20 percent). It is possible that women with 
more education, who use more reliable methods of birth control, are less likely to become accidentally 
pregnant in the first place. There is significant variation in lifetime experience of induced abortion by 
region, ranging from a low of 16 percent in Syunik to a high of 41 percent in Kotayk. 
 

Among women who have ever had an abortion, almost two-thirds have had more than one 
abortion, 47 percent of women reported two to three abortions, and 12 percent reported four to five 
abortions. Five percent had six or more abortions; for these women, abortion is the main method of 
fertility control. There is considerable variation by region, ranging from 10 to 11 percent of women 
having six or more abortions in Armavir and Kotayk to 1 percent or less of those in Lori, Tavush, 
Syunik, and Vayots Dzor. Among women who have had an abortion, the mean number of abortions 
per woman is 2.4. 
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 Table 8.2  Lifetime experience with induced abortion 

 
Percentage of women age 15-49 who have had at least one induced abortion, and among these women, percent distribution by 
number of abortions, and the mean number of abortions, according to background characteristics, Armenia 2010  

  Percentage 
of women 

with an 
induced 
abortion 

    

   
Among women who had an abortion, percent 

distribution by number of abortions Mean 
number of 
abortions 

Number of 
women 

with 
abortions  

Background  
characteristic 

Number of 
women 1 2-3 4-5 6+ Total 

 Age          
 <20  0.2  861  * * * * 100.0  * 2  
 20-24  5.2  1,032  (73.5)  (26.5)  (0.0)  (0.0)  100.0  (1.3)  53  
 25-34  30.5  1,788  53.2  36.8  8.4  1.6  100.0  1.8  545  
 35+  55.3  2,241  27.2  52.2  13.8  6.8  100.0  2.6  1,239  

 Number of living children          
 0  0.5  2,233  * * * * 100.0  2.3  12  
 1  16.6  769  57.4  34.1  6.2  2.3  100.0  1.8  128  
 2-3  58.3  2,737  35.5  47.6  11.8  5.0  100.0  2.4  1,597  
 4+  56.1  183 18.8 52.6 20.8 7.9 100.0  2.9  103 

 Marital status          
 Never married  0.1  1,911  * * * * 100.0  1.0  2  
 Currently married  45.9  3,626  37.1  45.8  12.0  5.0  100.0  2.4  1,666  
 Formerly married  44.3  385 27.4 57.9 9.9 4.8 100.0  2.4  171 

 Residence          
 Urban  29.7  3,641  38.0  47.8  10.4  3.9  100.0  2.2  1,082  
 Rural  33.2  2,281  34.0  45.5  13.9  6.7  100.0  2.6  756  

 Region          
 Yerevan  29.8  2,069  38.9  48.0  9.1  4.0  100.0  2.2  617  
 Aragatsotn  30.6  260  51.8  44.5  2.3  1.4  100.0  1.6  80  
 Ararat  29.5  379  45.5  50.4  2.5  1.6  100.0  1.8  112  
 Armavir  40.0  535  24.5  45.4  20.6  9.6  100.0  3.1  214  
 Gegharkunik  32.7  459  22.6  44.1  24.7  8.6  100.0  3.2  150  
 Lori  18.9  513  64.8  31.9  2.8  0.6  100.0  1.5  97  
 Kotayk  41.2  543  23.4  51.0  15.1  10.5  100.0  2.9  224  
 Shirak  33.4  598 32.1 49.1 15.6 3.2 100.0  2.4  200 
 Syunik  15.7  198  57.0  43.0  0.0  0.0  100.0  1.5  31  
 Vayots Dzor  30.8  131  59.5  34.3  6.2  0.0  100.0  1.6  40  
 Tavush  31.0  238  38.3  53.6  7.4  0.7  100.0  2.0  74  

 Education     
 Basic  28.0  347  35.3  42.2  17.6  4.8  100.0  2.7  97  
 Secondary  37.0  2,137  33.5  47.4  12.4  6.7  100.0  2.5  791  
 Secondary special  36.0  1,681  35.7  48.2  11.5  4.6  100.0  2.3  604  
 Higher  19.7  1,757 44.0 44.6 9.5 1.9 100.0  2.0  346 

 Wealth quintile          
 Lowest  32.4  1,151  35.4  48.1  11.4  5.2  100.0  2.4  373  
 Second  32.9  1,211  32.4  44.9  16.1  6.6  100.0  2.6  398  
 Middle  33.1  1,139 38.6 44.7 12.9 3.8 100.0  2.3  377 
 Fourth  28.1  1,146  37.7  50.8  7.8  3.7  100.0  2.2  322  
 Highest  28.9  1,275  38.0  46.4  10.1  5.6  100.0  2.3  368  
       

 Total 31.0 5,922 36.3 46.8 11.8 5.0 100.0 2.4 1,839 

 

Note: Currently married includes respondents in consensual union (living together). Formerly married includes divorced, separated, 
and widowed respondents. An asterisk indicates that a figure is based on fewer than 25 unweighted cases and has been suppressed. 
Figures in parentheses are based on 25-49 unweighted cases. 
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8.3 RATES OF INDUCED ABORTION 
 

Table 8.3 shows the rates of induced abortion for the 
three-year period preceding the 2010 ADHS survey 
(approximately November 2007 to November 2010). Three 
types of rates are presented: age-specific abortion rates, the total 
abortion rate, and the general abortion rate. Age-specific 
abortion rates (ASARs), which are shown per 1,000 women, 
express the number of abortions among women of a given age, 
divided by the total number of women in that age group. The 
total abortion rate (TAR), which is expressed per woman, is a 
summary measure of the age-specific rates. The TAR is 
interpreted as the number of abortions a woman would have in 
her lifetime if she experienced the currently observed age-
specific rates during her childbearing years. The general 
abortion rate (GAR) is the number of abortions divided by the 
number of women age 15-44 and is expressed per 1,000 women. 
 

At the national level, the age-specific rates for induced 
abortion peak among women age 25-29 and decline in the older 
age groups. Age-specific abortion rates are lower than the 
fertility rates for women under age 30 but are nearly the same as 
the fertility rates for older women (Figure 8.2). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The total abortion rate for Armenia is 0.8 abortions per woman. In 2010, the TAR for rural 
women is almost the same as that for urban women (0.9 versus 0.8), while in 2005, they were 2.2 and 
1.5, respectively (NSS et al., 2006). The age-specific abortion rates are higher among rural women 
than among urban women for all age groups except women age 20-24 and 45-49.  
 

Table 8.3  Induced abortion rates 

Age-specific induced abortion rates (per 
1,000 women), total abortion rates (TAR), 
and general abortion rates (GAR), for the 
three-year period preceding the survey, by 
residence, Armenia 2010  

 Residence  
Age group Urban Rural Total 

15-19 1  5  3  
20-24 34  31  33  
25-29 55  64  59  
30-34 42  48  44  
35-39 15  25  19 
40-44 7  10  8  
45-49 2  2  2  
       
TAR(15-49)1 0.8  0.9  0.8 
TAR(15-44) 0.8  0.9  0.8  
GAR2 27.0 29.0 28.0 

1 Total abortion rate (TAR) expressed per 
woman.  
2 General abortion rate (GAR) = number of 
abortions divided by number of women 
(15-44), expressed per 1,000 women.  
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Table 8.4 shows that induced abortion rates vary by 
region from 0.2 in Syunik to 1.5 in Armavir. Women with 
higher education and those from the wealthier households 
have the lowest TARs. The last column in Table 8.4 shows 
the mean number of abortions ever performed among 
women age 40-49. This is an indicator of cumulative 
terminations; it reflects the lifetime abortion experience of 
older women who are nearing the end of their reproductive 
period. The findings show that the mean number of 
abortions ever performed among women age 40-49 (1.6 
abortions per woman) is higher than the TAR for the three 
years preceding the survey (0.8 abortions per woman), 
indicating a decline in abortions over the past 30 years. The 
decline in abortions implied by a comparison of the TAR 
with the lifetime experience of abortions among older 
women appears to have been shared by all subgroups, but is 
particularly evident among women with the lowest 
educational attainment and among residents of 
Gegharkunik and Kotayk. For these women the difference 
between the TAR and the mean number of abortions is 1.3 
or more abortions per woman. 

 
8.4 TRENDS IN INDUCED ABORTION 
 

The TAR in the 2010 ADHS (0.8) is lower than in 
the 2005 ADHS (1.8) and is considerably lower than in the 
2000 ADHS (2.6). The decline is evident for every age 
group (Figure 8.3).  
 

A decline in the prevalence of induced abortion 
over the past ten years is consistent with a decline in 
lifetime abortion measures. For example, almost half (47 percent) of all respondents in the 2000 
ADHS had had an induced abortion, compared with 37 percent who reported having had an induced 
abortion in the 2005 ADHS, and 31 percent in the 2010 ADHS. Furthermore, according to the 2000 
ADHS, women age 40-49 had an average of 2.8 abortions, compared with 1.7 in 2005 and 1.6 in 
2010.  

Table 8.4  Induced abortion rates by background 
characteristics 

Total induced abortion rates for the three years 
preceding the survey and mean number of 
abortions among women age 40-49, by 
background characteristics, Armenia 2010  

Background  
characteristic

Total  
abortion  
rate for 
women  
15-49 

Mean number 
of abortions 

among women 
age 40-49

Residence  
Urban 0.8  1.4 
Rural 0.9  1.8 

Region
Yerevan 0.7  1.4 
Aragatsotn 0.3  1.1 
Ararat 0.3  1.3 
Armavir 1.5  2.3 
Gegharkunik 0.8  2.3 
Lori 0.4  0.6 
Kotayk 1.3  2.6 
Shirak 1.4  1.6 
Syunik 0.2  0.5 
Vayots Dzor 0.7  0.9 
Tavush 1.3  1.1 

Education
Basic 1.1  2.6 
Secondary 1.0  1.7 
Secondary special 0.9  1.6 
Higher 0.5  1.1 

Wealth quintile
Lowest 1.2  1.5 
Second 0.7  1.8 
Middle 1.0  1.5 
Fourth 0.6  1.5 
Highest 0.6  1.5 

  

Total 0.8 1.6
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Another approach to understanding abortion trends 
is to examine changes in the age-specific abortion rates of 
the 2010 ADHS respondents over time. Table 8.5 shows 
the age-specific abortion rates for five-year periods 
preceding the 2010 ADHS survey. Because women age 50 
and above were not interviewed in the survey, the rates are 
successively truncated as the number of years before the 
survey increases. The changes in abortion rates over time 
reported by the 2010 ADHS respondents are consistent 
with trends observed in the comparisons with the 2000 and 
2005 survey results. Data in Table 8.5 indicate that 
abortion rates have declined rapidly in the past 15 years. 
For example, the age-specific abortion rate for women age 
30-34 declined from 84 abortions per 1,000 women in the 
period 10-14 years before the survey to 45 abortions per 
1,000 women in the period 0-4 years before the survey, a 
decrease of 46 percent. The most rapid decline in the age-
specific rates was observed for women age 20-24; the abortion rate dropped by 56 percent in this age 
group, from 72 abortions per 1,000 women in the period 10 to 14 years before the survey to 32 
abortions per 1,000 women in the period 0-4 years before the survey.  

 
The reasons for the considerable decline in TAR are not entirely clear. A decline in the 

prevalence of abortion rates over the past 20 years is consistent with concurrent declines in pregnancy 
rates over the same time period (data not shown). No doubt some of the decline is due to the increase 
in the use of modern methods of contraception over the past ten years combined with a decrease in the 
use of traditional methods during the same time period (see Chapter 7). For example, more married 
women reported use of modern methods of family planning in 2010 than in 2005 and in 2000 (27 
percent in 2010 versus 20 percent in 2005 and 22 percent in 2000). Particularly noticeable is the 
doubling of the use of male condoms by married women over the past 10 years (15 percent in 2010 
versus 8 percent in 2005 and 7 percent in 2000). A decrease in the use of traditional methods, 
particularly of withdrawal (32 percent in 2000, 28 percent in 2005, and 25 percent in 2010), may also 
have contributed to the overall decrease in abortions. Although it is possible that a decline in sexual 
activity could have contributed to a lower TAR, approximately the same proportion of women in all 
three surveys reported being sexually active during the month preceding the survey (Table 4.6.1).  

 
The apparent trend could also be due to underreporting of abortions in 2010 compared with 

2005 and 2000. Underreporting of abortion events may be due to recall lapse by respondents for time 
periods more remote from the survey date or to conscious avoidance of recalling the procedure. To 
minimize underreporting of induced abortions, the interviewers in the 2010 ADHS were specifically 
trained to ask about any types of abortion, including those performed by the women at home or 
elsewhere using misoprostol (cytotec) or any other medicines or herbs with abortive effect. Detailed 
analysis of reasons for the trends is beyond the scope of this report; however, if having an abortion 
becomes less socially acceptable, women may become less open to reporting them.  
 
8.5 USE OF CONTRACEPTIVE METHODS BEFORE ABORTION 
 

It is important to know how contraceptive behavior may lead to an induced abortion. This 
information is of particular interest to both family planning counselors and abortion providers because 
a woman who has an abortion is either not using a method of contraception at the time of conception 
or is using (perhaps incorrectly) a method that has failed. For each pregnancy that terminated in the 
three years preceding the survey, respondents were asked whether they were using a method of 
contraception at the time they became pregnant, and if so, which method. Table 8.6 shows the results.  

 

Table 8.5  Trends in age-specific abortion rates 

Age-specific induced abortion rates for five-year 
periods preceding the survey, by woman's age at 
the time of the abortion, Armenia 2010  

Woman's age 
at the time of 
the abortion 

Number of years  
preceding survey 

0-4 5-9 10-14 15-19 

15-19 3  4  2  4  
20-24 32  58  72  56  
25-29 60  79  101  100  
30-34 45  70  84  [107] 
35-39 27  43  [71]   
40-44 8  [24]     
45-49 [2]     

Note: Age-specific induced abortion rates are per 
1,000 women. Estimates in brackets are 
truncated.   
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Almost half of women who had an induced abortion were using a method of contraception at 
the time they became pregnant (48 percent). This implies that almost half of the abortions resulted 
from contraceptive failure. The majority of contraceptive failures occurred when the woman was 
using a traditional method—31 percent of induced abortions occurred among women who said they 
were using withdrawal and 5 percent among those who used rhythm.  
 

Although many abortions are related to contraceptive failure, the ADHS results also show that 
over half of the pregnancies resulting in induced abortion occurred among women not using any 
method of contraception. Access to and use of more reliable methods of contraception would reduce 
the number of unwanted pregnancies and the incidence of induced abortions, thus improving the 
reproductive health of women in Armenia. 

 
 Table 8.6  Use of contraception before pregnancy  

 
Percent distribution of pregnancy outcomes in the three years preceding the survey, by 
contraceptive method used at the time of conception, Armenia 2010   

 
 Pregnancy outcome   

 Contraceptive method 
Live 
birth

Induced 
abortion Miscarriage

All 
pregnancies  

 No method used 84.2 52.5 69.7 74.0   
    

 Any method 15.8 47.5 30.3 26.0   

 Any modern method 5.8 11.3 7.7 7.5   
 Pill 0.1 0.6 0.0 0.2   
 IUD 0.9 0.1 2.2 0.7   
 Injectables 0.0 0.5 0.0 0.1   
 Male condom 3.8 9.7 5.5 5.6   
 Lactational amenorrhea (LAM) 0.8 0.5 0.0 0.7   
 Fertility wheel calculator 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.2   

 Any traditional method 9.9 36.2 22.6 18.5   
 Rhythm 0.9 4.5 1.6 2.0   
 Withdrawal 9.0 30.7 17.2 15.9   
 Other 0.0 1.0 3.8 0.6   
    

 Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0   
 All pregnancies 924 421 111 1,457  

 Note: Total includes 2 stillbirths that are not shown separately  

 
8.6 REASONS FOR ABORTION 

 
Table 8.7 presents the main reasons given for having an abortion in the three years prior to the 

survey. About 39 percent of abortions were performed because women did not want to have any more 
children. Fifteen percent each of abortions were performed because of either socioeconomic reasons 
or a desire to space the next birth, and one in nine abortions (11 percent) occurred because of concerns 
about maternal health. Sex selection was cited as a reason for 9 percent of abortions, most often 
because the desired sex was male (8 percent). A partner’s objection to having another child or the risk 
of birth defects was cited for 4 percent each of abortions.  
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 Table 8.7  Reason for abortion 

 
Percent distribution of induced abortions in the three years prior to the survey by the most important reason for the abortion, according to background 
characteristics, Armenia 2010  

 
 Reason for abortion  

 
Background 
characteristic 

Health  
of  

mother 

Risk of 
birth 

defects 

Socio-
economic 
reasons 

Did not 
want 

children 

Spacing 
next 

pregnancy

Partner 
did not 

want the 
child 

Sex 
selection/ 
wanted 
a boy 

Sex 
selection/ 
wanted 

a girl Other Missing Total 
Number of 

cases 

 Age             
 15-19  * * * * * * * * * * 100.0 2  
 20-24  8.4  10.0  9.1  22.2  41.7  0.0  7.3  0.0  1.4  0.0  100.0 55  
 25-29  8.5  5.1  20.9  32.0 15.3 2.6 11.0 1.6 1.5  1.6  100.0 167 
 30-34  17.6  0.9  12.1  44.8  9.4  4.4  7.8  0.8  1.3  0.8  100.0 115  
 35+  8.6  2.8  12.3  57.5  2.5  9.6  2.7  1.4  0.0  2.8  100.0  82 

 Residence             
 Urban  12.8  3.6  19.9  33.8  13.1  2.8  8.6  1.9  1.3  2.3  100.0 252  
 Rural  9.3  4.8  8.1  46.9  16.8  6.1  7.1  0.0  0.9  0.0  100.0 169  

 Education             
 Basic  (12.9)  (4.8)  (13.4)  (32.1) (16.8) (3.4) (7.5) (0.0) (0.0)  (9.2)  100.0 25 
 Secondary  7.3  3.3  13.6  42.7  15.4  6.3  9.0  0.2  1.0  1.1  100.0 183  
 Secondary special  14.1  3.5  17.5  36.6  13.9  2.6  8.0  1.2  1.7  0.9  100.0 143  
 Higher  16.0  7.1  15.1  37.2  12.9  1.5  5.3  3.7  0.7  0.5  100.0 70  

 Wealth quintile             
 Lowest  11.2  1.9  8.6  43.6  20.7  7.0  6.7  0.0  0.4  0.0  100.0 112  
 Second  5.6  5.9  7.7  52.0  13.9  2.5  9.0  1.2  1.6  0.6  100.0 67  
 Middle  16.6  4.8  10.6  41.2 12.5 2.7 7.9 0.2 0.0  3.5  100.0 112 
 Fourth  7.2  6.6  22.0  27.6  18.6  1.7  8.2  2.9  2.5  2.6  100.0 63  
 Highest  12.8  2.5  34.6  25.8  4.8  5.3  8.8  2.8  2.5  0.0  100.0 68  
            

 Total 11.4 4.1 15.2 39.1 14.6 4.1 8.0 1.1 1.1 1.4 100.0 421 

 
Note: An asterisk indicates that a figure is based on fewer than 25 unweighted cases and has been suppressed. Figures in parentheses are based on 25 to 49 
unweighted cases.  

 
8.7 METHOD OF ABORTION 

 
Table 8.8 shows that 96 percent of abortions were done by either dilation and curettage (57 

percent) or vacuum aspiration (39 percent). Women age 30-34, rural women, and those from the two 
lowest wealth quintiles are more likely to use dilation and curettage as a method of abortion than are 
women from other backgrounds. On the other hand, younger women, urban women, better educated 
women, and those from the wealthiest households are more likely to use vacuum aspiration.  

 
About 2 percent of abortions were induced by oxytocin and other medicines, and less than 1 

percent were carried out by other methods. Differences by background characteristics are small; 
however, women in the second wealth quintile are somewhat more likely than other women to report 
other medicines as a method of abortion (6 percent). 
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 Table 8.8  Method of abortion 

 
Percent distribution of induced abortions in the three years prior to the survey by method of termination, according to background 
characteristics, Armenia 2010  

 
 Method of abortion  

 
Background  
characteristic 

Dilation & 
curetting 
(D&C) 

Vacuum 
aspiration Oxytocin Catheter 

Other 
medicines Other 

Don't 
know Missing Total 

Number of 
abortions 

 Age           
 15-19  * * * * * * * * 100.0  2  
 20-24  50.0  45.1  0.9  0.6  3.4  0.0  0.0  0.0  100.0  55  
 25-29  53.6  43.0  0.0  0.0  1.2  1.1  1.0  0.0  100.0  167  
 30-34  67.0  32.1  0.0 0.0 1.0 0.0 0.0 0.0  100.0  115 
 35+  55.7  36.4  1.3  0.0  3.4  0.0  0.0  3.2  100.0  82 

 Residence           
 Urban  43.8  52.1  0.6  0.1  1.4  0.7  0.7  0.5  100.0  252  
 Rural  76.6  20.1  0.0  0.0  2.5  0.0  0.0  0.8  100.0  169  

 Education           
 Basic  (70.7)  (19.2)  (0.0)  (0.0)  (4.1)  (0.0)  (3.0)  (3.0)  100.0  25  
 Secondary  58.3  37.6  0.3 0.2 3.0 0.0 0.0 0.7  100.0  183 
 Secondary special  56.0  42.7  0.0  0.0  0.9  0.0  0.4  0.0  100.0  143  
 Higher  50.8  43.6  1.5  0.0  0.0  2.7  0.5  0.8  100.0  70  

 Wealth quintile           
 Lowest  71.2  26.2  0.0  0.3  1.7  0.0  0.6  0.0  100.0  112  
 Second  80.6  13.4  0.0  0.0  6.0  0.0  0.0  0.0  100.0  67  
 Middle  54.6  40.6  1.0  0.0  1.5  0.0  0.7  1.7  100.0  112  
 Fourth  55.6  42.6  0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.6 1.2  100.0  63 
 Highest  15.3  81.0  0.7  0.0  0.2  2.8  0.0  0.0  100.0  68  
         

 Total 57.0 39.2 0.4 0.1 1.8 0.4 0.4 0.6 100.0 421

 
Note: An asterisk indicates that a figure is based on fewer than 25 unweighted cases and has been suppressed. Figures in parentheses are 
based on 25 to 49 unweighted cases.  

 
8.8 COST OF ABORTION 

 
One purpose of the 2010 ADHS was to obtain information about the costs incurred by a 

woman for the most recent abortion. Table 8.9 shows that 35 percent of women age 15-49 had an 
induced abortion in the five years preceding the survey; among them only 2 percent had the most 
recent abortion free of charge. Another 89 percent said that they paid for the abortion and knew the 
cost, while 9 percent did not know the cost. For those who paid and were able to provide information 
on cost, the median cost was 11,946 drams; 44 percent paid 10,000 drams or less, 34 percent paid 
11,000 to 15,000 drams, and 22 percent paid 16,000 drams3 or more (data not shown). There are small 
variations in the cost of abortion. However, younger women, urban women, those with secondary 
education (but neither secondary special nor higher education), and those from wealthier households 
tended to pay more than other women for the most recent abortion.  

 

                                                      
3 One US dollar is equivalent to 370 Armenian drams at the current exchange rate. 
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 Table 8.9  Cost of the last abortion 

 

Percentage of women age 15-49 who had one or more abortions in the five years preceding the survey and among these 
women, percent distribution by the cost status of the most recent abortion, and among women who paid for and know the 
cost of the most recent abortion, the median cost of the most recent abortion, according to background characteristics, 
Armenia 2010  

  
Percentage of 
women who 
had one or 

more 
abortions in 

the five years 
preceding the 

survey 

 

Among women with at least one abortion, 
percent distribution by cost status of the 

most recent abortion: 

Among women who 
paid for and know the 
cost of the most recent 

abortion: 

 
Background  
characteristic 

Number of 
women 
pregnant 

in the past 
five years 

Received 
abortion 
for free 

Know 
the 
cost 

Do not 
know 
the 

cost/
missing Total 

Number of 
women 

Median cost 
for the most 

recent 
abortion in 
Armenian 

drams1 
Number of 

women  

 Age         
 <20  (5.6)  33 * * * 100.0 2  na 0  
 20-24  15.0  343 (9.1) (84.5) (6.4) 100.0 51 11,998  43  
 25-34  36.8  859 1.2  90.7 8.1  100.0 316  11,943  287  
 35+  59.8  253 2.3  87.8 9.9  100.0 151  11,907 133  

 Residence          
 Urban  37.4  881 2.9 86.5 10.6 100.0 329 11,980  285  
 Rural  31.5  606 1.3  93.1 5.6  100.0 191  9,998 178  

 Mother's education          
 Basic  39.4  69  (15.9)  (74.7) (9.4)  100.0 27  9,996  20  
 Secondary  37.0  601 0.4 94.2 5.5 100.0 222 12,914 209  
 Secondary special  38.3  457  3.1  82.2 14.7  100.0 175  11,925  144  
 Higher  26.6  361  1.3  93.1 5.5  100.0 96  10,922  89  

 Wealth quintile          
 Lowest  38.4  298 1.7 90.4 7.9 100.0 115 9,984 104  
 Second  30.4  285  5.0  91.5 3.5  100.0 87  9,969 79  
 Middle  38.9  318  3.0  88.3 8.7  100.0 124  11,990  109  
 Fourth  32.0  287  2.0  92.3 5.7  100.0 92  12,000  85  
 Highest  34.6  298  0.0  83.0 17.0  100.0 103  12,983  86  
           

 Total 35.0 1,487 2.3 88.9 8.8 100.0 520 11,946 463 

 Note: An asterisk indicates that a figure is based on fewer than 25 unweighted cases and has been suppressed. Figures in 
parentheses are based on 25 to 49 unweighted cases. 
1 One US dollar is equivalent to 370 Armenian drams at current exchange rate 
na = Not applicable 

 
8.9 COUNSELING ON POST-ABORTION USE OF FAMILY PLANNING 
 

The 2010 ADHS also collected information on whether women had a post-abortion family 
planning discussion with any health provider at the place of the most recent abortion. Four in five 
women (81 percent) who had an abortion in the five years before the survey did not discuss 
contraception with a health provider (Figure 8.4), and 2 percent of women did not remember any 
discussion (data not shown). Of the 17 percent of women who did discuss post-abortion family 
planning at the facility, 64 percent said that they were offered a method of contraception at that time.  
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Figure 8.4  Counseling on Post-Abortion Family Planning at the 
Facility Where the Most Recent Abortion Was Conducted 

ADHS 2010

AMONG WOMEN WITH AN ABORTION 
IN THE FIVE YEARS BEFORE THE SURVEY

Discussed 
family planning
with a health 
worker after

abortion

Did not discuss 
family planning 
after abortion

AMONG WOMEN WHO DISCUSSED 
FAMILY PLANNING WITH A HEALTH 

WORKER AFTER ABORTION

Contraceptive 
method was
offered after 

abortion

No method 
offered

Note: Two percent of women with an abortion in the five years before the survey did not 
remember whether they had discussed family planning with a health worker after the most 
recent abortion. Among women who discussed family planning with a health worker after the 
most recent abortion, 2 percent did not remember whether they were offered a method.
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