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2. OBJECTIVES AND DESCRIPTION OF THE SURVEY  
 

In the sense of reforms implemented on the way to the liberalized economic system, 
agriculture, perhaps is considered to be that starting sphere of privatisation, where the 
implemented reforms further got their logical continuation in other spheres of economy as well 
thus creating preconditions in economy for contribution of liberalized relations and inculcation 
of multi-type property. The following RA Laws “On Property in RA” (adopted in 31.10.1990), 
“On Peasant and Collective Farms” (adopted in 22.01.1991), “On Enterprises and 
Entrepreneurial Activity” (adopted in 14.03.1992), “RA Code of Land” (adopted in 29.01.1991) 
and a range of other laws and sublegislative acts adopted by RA Supreme Council are the basis 
for the legal ensuring of agrarian reforms. In accordance with it, in the result of agrarian reforms 
(land privatization) started since March 1991, numerous and multi-type economic units, of which 
only number of peasant farms comprised about 338ths. as of 01.01.2004, had been formed on the 
basis of about 1200 formerly available collective farms, state farms (sovkhozes) and inter-farm 
enterprises. Agricultural lands of the latters comprised 33.1% of the total (or 461.2 thsd. ha) as of 
01.01.2004, of which arable lands- 78.1% (or 360.3 thsd. ha), head of cattle- 87.3% of the total 
(or 493.9 thsd. heads) (of which cows- 49.5% or 244.4 thsd. heads)), pigs -76.1% of the total 
(65.0 thsd. heads), sheep and goats- 89.6% of the total (or 563.2 thsd. heads) and poultry - 45.2% 
(or 1777.1 thsd.). Thus, one “conventional” farm on average dealt with the production of 4-8 
agricultural products, managed 1.4 ha (of which 1.1 arable land), 1.4 heads of cattle (of which 
cow-0.7 heads), sheep and goats-1.5 heads.  

All in all, 90% of gross agricultural product belongs to peasant farms.  
Naturally the implemented structural changes caused the need of appropriate adequate 

changes in the field of statistical observation of agriculture as well, stipulated on one hand by the 
sharp increase of number of units specified for the observation and on the other hand by the 
restrictions of resources provided to statistics.  

Nowadays statistical data on agriculture are collected by the National Statistical Service 
of RA according to either direct (sampling) method, thus immediately from the peasant farms 
and commercial organizations dealing with agricultural activities or based on the observation 
results of administrative character by the use of data being collected by rural and urban 
communities and submitted to the NSSRA. 

Stipulated by the above mentioned, this survey aimed to get information on the areas 
of agricultural separate lands, the territories of perennial plants, the types of perennial plants 
and density of their distribution, cattle- breeding activity, productivity of agricultural separate 
animals, as well as the realization of agricultural output, current expenditures of agricultural 
output production and other volume and in kind indicators related to agriculture statistics.  

This survey results will enable the NSS of RA: 
- To receive complete and reliable information on plant-growing and cattle-breeding gross 

products,  
- To study the structure of current expenditures of production of agricultural output and 

directions of product realization,   
- To complement the available database on agriculture with new data in the scope of 

official statistics.   
The database on number of peasant farms available in rural communities was the 

source of information for conducting sample survey, which perhaps was the only 
characteristic of general universe for this sample survey because of the absence of other 
indicators necessary for the survey.  

To carry out this survey the statistical standard tools such as classification, sample 
design (by certain peculiarities mentioned below), software and others were applied.    

 


