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1. INTRODUCTION 

 
 Before the liberalization of economy, in conditions of centralized planned 

economy general living standards of population were far from being at the high 

level. In spate of the general employment, there was non-balanced labour market 

in the republic, oversaturated by the specialists with higher education.  

 At that time the indicator of material well-being was a consumption of 

main foods in accordance with the rational scientific norms. Summarized 

indicator of living standards growth was an average aggregated income per 

capita.   

 With the start of reforms and liberalization of the economy in Armenia the 

preconditions have been created both for the re-estimation of moral values and 

distribution, and re-distribution of material values, as well as for the integration 

of national economy into the world economy that has been accompanied by the 

process of capital primary accumulation and formation of the free 

entrepreneurship institute.  

 However, in the first stage of transition, with the above-mentioned 

positive processes there was also observed the hyperinflation process and 

unemployment growth connected to the collapse of non-profitable enterprises 

and economy in general that raised the growth of poverty level in the country.   

 With the purpose to study living standards and the poverty level in the 

country the National Statistical Service of the Republic of Armenia annually 

(since 2001, before that in 1996 and 1998/99) conducts integrated households 

surveys. The poverty structure and reasons are studied during the survey.  

 The structure and reasons of monetary poverty in Armenia are mainly 

observed by the surveys. Unfortunately, the capacity and resources for the 

observation of non-monetary poverty are not enough. Poverty is a multi-aspect 

phenomenon, affecting on such spheres as a consumption, food security, health, 

education, “freedom of voice”, worthy job, etc.  
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In many countries, including Armenia, poverty statistics is faced the following 

main problems: an incomplete coverage of indicators, characterizing non-

monetary poverty and, in particular lack of deep modules on estimation of non-

monetary poverty indicators.  

 In June 2006, within the framework of the Project Component “Poverty 

Statistics” TACIS Program under the Contract “Statistics – 8” the National 

Statistical Service of RA (NSSRA) conducted pilot survey on health module of 

Integrated Survey of Living Standards, the results of which are summarized in 

the given report.  

The survey was conducted through the questionnaire “Health Module of 

Integrated Survey of Living Standards” adopted by the Resolution N 11-A of 

29.05.2006 of the State Council on Statistics of RA (see Annex 2). Jointly with 

the Ministry of Health of RA in addition to the module, the list of diseases under 

the package of non-paid services has been developed.  

Before the adoption by RA State Council on Statistics, the survey 

questionnaire has been methodologically tested and approved by Eurostat’s 

expert within the program Mr. Roger Edmunds.  

Indicators included in the questionnaire gave the opportunity to receive 

information on issues related to the health indicators of population.  
 

 


